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I am excited to tell you about our Summer Reading Challenge! Did you know that when kids read over the summer they are likely to leap ahead when they head back to school? Research shows that even if students read 20 – 30 minutes per day, significant gains can be made throughout the summer. I would like to challenge all of the elementary students to keep reading throughout the summer months. 
Our school has signed up to participate in the Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge, a free online reading program that invites children to log their reading minutes all summer. The goal is for the students in our school to read the most minutes possible in an effort to win “Best in State” recognition and a mention in the Scholastic Book of World Records. 
With your help, we can do it. I’m excited to share that the theme of this year’s program is Be a Reading Superhero; as kids log their reading minutes throughout the weeks of summer, they will unlock stories from some of their favorite authors. Plus, throughout the summer, kids will earn digital rewards and learn about great new books to read. You’ll also find daily tips, book lists, and a new “Ask the Experts” book recommendation feature for parents on the Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge website. 
The fun begins NOW and ends on September 9, 2016! I am attaching your child’s username and password to this letter so they can log in ASAP.
Directions:  Go to http://www.scholastic.com/summer 
Scroll down and find the red box labeled KIDS and click “GO NOW.” From here students can enter their usernames and passwords. It will prompt you to change your password. PLEASE DO NOT CHANGE USERNAME & PASSWORD. RETYPE THE USERNAME & PASSWORD PROVIDED!!! Then you will be able to sign in and log minutes and explore the website. 
 I invite you to learn more about the Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge at www.scholastic.com/summer. If your child forgets his or her summer reading username, please contact me directly groffe@udasd.org or contact Scholastic at 1-800-SCHOLASTIC or summerchallengehelp@scholastic.com. 	 
	Individual Incentives:                                                                                   
· Every student that reads at least 1,200 minutes will participate in a pizza party at the beginning of next school year 2016-2017.
 
· For every student who participates and logs minutes read they will receive a Summer Reading Participation Certificate and will be entered in a raffle to win a free book at the start of next school year. 

              Note: I will be able to log into the website to see the amount of minutes students are reading. 



Mrs. Liz Groff
Upper Dauphin Area Elementary School 
~Reading Specialist
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