
Middle School Social Studies 

 
Social Studies 5 (1.0 credit) 
Grade 5 Social Studies combines the study of United States History through the Civil War with a geographical 
exploration of the Unites States and what it has to offer. Students will use their understanding of social studies 
skills and concepts as they study the development of the United States. The course begins with early settlements 
of North America and allows learners to take an in-depth look into what life was like for colonists and Native 
Americans. Students will come to understand the causes of the Revolutionary War and the people that played a 
significant role in it. Students be examining the new nation and what life was like for European immigrants and 
those on the frontier. The course continues with an exploration of the west and what life was like for those looking 
to find gold. Learners will then look at slavery and what lead to the Civil War. The course then takes a departure 
from American history and takes a more in-depth look into cultures, people, and the geography of the United 
States from past to present. Learners will have the opportunity to explore the country region by region and come 
to appreciate all that it has to offer. Students will conclude the course by planning and describing a trip they would 
like to take to a particular place within the 50 United States. Students will take a hands-on approach as they get to 
know the geography, climate and culture of their country. Video, creative projects involving technology, journaling, 
and varied assessments will be used throughout the course. Students will learn through the use of video, 
journaling, and varied types of creative instruction. 
 
 

 
 
Social Studies 6 (1.0 credit) 
Social Studies 6 introduces students to the beginnings of ancient civilization. We will trace the path of human 
origins in Africa and follow the path of migration around the Earth. This course will help students understand why 
we study history and the process in which we form conclusions about events in the past. Students will begin to 
learn about the major ancient civilization around the world and their cultures. Modern civilizations can trace their 
foundations to these ancient civilizations, and their cultures and histories teach us much about ourselves and the 
modern world in which we live. As the course continues, students will continue to examine ancient civilizations and 
their cultures. Students continue to trace the path of human civilization from the Mediterranean through the 
Eastern world. An emphasis will be placed on critical thinking and connecting themes in history to our modern 
world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Studies 7 (1.0 credit) 
This study of the history of the United States emphasizes how ideas, events, and philosophies have shaped the 
nation. Students will learn about America’s past while mastering the skills of historical interpretation. Study begins 
with the earliest arrivals of people and ends with the conclusion of the Civil War. 
The course continues with an emphasis on how historical ideas, events, and philosophies have shaped the United 
States. Beginning with Reconstruction, this course uses the same skill development approach to guide students 
through U.S. history to the present. 
 
 
 
 
Social Studies 8 (1.0 credit) 
In this course students will understand the significance of government, law, and politics.  They will examine the 
United States foundational documents and how they shaped the Unites States government.  Students will examine 
the purposes and functions of federal and state government, law, and political systems.  Learners will evaluate 
their role and civic responsibility to their families, communities, and country including voting and being a 
productive member of society.   Learners will follow a step-by-step approach for successfully completing each 
lesson, which includes textbook reading, interactive activities, supplemental reading, lecture, video clips, and 
Power Point presentations to enhance and reinforce learning. Learners receive frequent feedback from teacher 
and peers through discussions. This course takes a more individualistic approach as students closely examine 
topics such as the justice system, local government, the environment, and the economy.  Learners will understand 
the role that they play in each of these topics and the differences that they can make.  Students will get to know 
leaders and influential people that have championed many causes including civil rights and the environment. 
 Learners will also learn proper ways to interact in society including interpersonal skills and respecting differences 
in others including disabilities.  By the end of the course students will have a deeper understanding of their civic 
responsibilities as well as the difference one individual can make in society. 
 
 


